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INSTRUMENTATION

Movement |: Apatheia

2 Flutes
1 Oboe
2 Bassoons

4 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet

2 Alto Saxophones
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

2 Trumpets in Bb
3 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone

Contrabass
Percussion (3 players):
Vibraphone

Marimba (2 players - may share a single marimba,
or use two marimbas)

Q

Movement Il: Hédoné

Piccolo (doubles Flute 5)
4 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon (optional)

6 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bass Clarinets

Bb Contrabass Clarinet (optional)
2 Alto Saxophones

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

6 Trumpets in Bb

4 Horns in F

3 Tenor Tromb%

Bass Trom &

2 Euphgmi o

2 TubG O
(o Q&

tfrapass 0

histle, Lion’s Roar, Bass Drum, Ratchet
. Cym. (shared with Perc. 1), Lion’s Roar (shared with

0 Perc. 2), Triangle, Ride Cym., Splash Cym. (shared with

Perc. 1), Brake Drum (with bell plate)
4: Xylophone, Vibraphone, Flexatone (shared with Perc. 1),
Tam-tam

§Jraﬁon: approximately 12 minutes

Score for sale and Parts available for hire from Steven Bryant:

rental@stevenbryant.com
www.stevenbryant.com



PROGRAM NOTE

Axis Mundi is Latin for "center of the world.” More specifically, it connotes the connecting axis between the two
opposite sides, or facets, of a world. It appears as a cultural symbol in every region of the planet, often as a
natural object, such as the Yggdrasil Tree in Norse mythology, or Mount Fuji in Japan. It signifies the connection
of opposites, the intertwined nature of opposing forces and elements: quiet and loud, dark and light, aggressive
and passive, masculine and feminine, etc. Of particular interest to me is this concept’'s embodiment in the symbol
of yin and yang. The two movements represent these opposites in their surface characteristics: whereas Mwit. |,
Apatheia, is music of the introverted, interior mind, Mvt. I, Hédoné, is its extroverted, hedonistic counterpart, yet
both are inextricably intertwined, springing from a singular musical source, and require each other for balance.

Apatheia is from the philosophy of Stoicism, and describes a mental state free of emotional volatility and
disturbance. My musical setting of this idea evokes a calm, rational mind, without excessive emotion or passion.
The music is clear, orderly, and never ventures above piano in volume or character. Hédoné, on the other hand,
is from Epicurean philosophy, and describes the quest for pleasure (more specifically, pleasure with only good
consequences, not the wider, wanton disregard that is inherent in the word’s English descendant, hedonism). The
music is passionate, hyperactive, chaotic, sometimes angry, and often humorous. It is relentlessly loud and
aggressive.

Axis Mundi was commissioned by a consortium of Japanese bands thr@the Japanesg Wind Ensemble
Conductors Conference, and organized by Mamoru Nakata. The % premie@ the 2009 JWECC

Festival Band in Okazaki City, Japan, on March 15", 2009, co@ y Shint&;@.; umoto.
‘ \ \o
Commissioning con% :

ium me
Nagoya Wind?yony
Wind En% "CAN

Wind E le Solei

u NAKATA)

o OKUYAMA)
riake? City Br izo OKUYAMA)

Kandamachi; %ﬁi-Yoria@dan Wind Orchestra (Hiroshi SUMI)
Kawaswaki % of Me&v elfare Heartful Winds (Toshiya IWATA)
Okayama Safyo High Schg ind Orchestra (Masafumi MATSUMOTO)

lyo High Schoof Wand Orchestra (Kimihiko HASEGAWA)
Fukuokadaiichi chool Wind Orchestra (Takeshi YAMAZAKI)
Kochi Nishi Senj igh School Wind Orchestra (Naoyuki NAKAYAMA)

Hikarigﬁ rls' High School Wind Orchestra (Kentaro HINO)
Nobuya SUGAWA

Shintaro FUKUMOTO

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Steven Bryant’s (b. 1972, Little Rock, Arkansas) musical interests span a variety of styles, and his catalog
includes numerous works for wind ensemble, orchestra, electronic and electro-acoustic creations, chamber music,
and music for the Web. He studied composition with John Corigliano at The Juilliard School, Cindy McTee at the
University of North Texas, and Francis McBeth at Ouachita University. More detailed and current information is
available at www.stevenbryant.com.

info@stevenbryant.com
www.stevenbryant.com



NOTATION GUIDE
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Gliss lasting the entire duration notated. Headless stems merely
indicate the demarcation of time, and NOT re-articulation.
Brass players should valve-gliss. or half-valve as appropriate to
their instrument, in order to achieve the most sound.
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Play a gesfore in thl; ral shape, exact pitches and number of

notes played are T important, except for the notated G# at the
top of the gesfure? Gestures should last exactly as long as
indicated. | xample, the notated G# would occur exactly on
beat two, the remainder of the notes simply consisting of a
meandering run up to, and back down, from this anchor pitch.

Improvisc as fast as possible on these pitches
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Improvise on these (and only these) pitches rapidly in random
order, without articulation or break. Continue for as long as the
horizontal line indicates.
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