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Program Notes

Alchemy in Silent Spaces is music of transformation. Cast in three connected movements, the
work draws upon the same motivic and melodic material for each.

The first movement is music of simple, optimistic delicacy. The opening, based around a
singular, repeated pitch on the piano, is extremely sparse in texture. Initially evoking a floating
sense of stasis, it nevertheless gradually gains momentum and mass, building slowly, yet
irrevocably, toward an all-encompassing, harmonically-consonant, blanket of sonic warmth.

The second movement, scored for solo flute and string orchestra, returns to the quiet,
meditative character that opens the work, now tinged with melancholy.

Movement III erupts into a ferocious rage. It recalls and recasts motives from the previous
movements in an ostinato-driven context of propulsive dissonance punctuated by moments of

bittersweet nostalgia, creating a five-minute rampage of relentless rhythmic release.

About the Composer

Steven Bryant (b. 1972, Little Rock, AR) is an active composer and conductor with a varied
catalog, including works for wind ensemble, orchestra, electronic and electro-acoustic creations,
chamber music, and music for the web.

Steven's music has been performed by numerous ensembles across the United States, as well
as in Austria, England, Japan, Canada, Australia, Singapore and Germany. His first orchestral
work, Loose Id for Orchestra, hailed by celebrated composer Samuel Adler as “orchestrated like a
virtuoso,” was premiered by The Juilliard Symphony and will be featured on an upcoming release
by the Bowling Green Philharmonia, Emily Freeman Brown, conductor, on Albany Records.

Other notable commissions have come from the United States Air Force Band of Mid-America,
the Amherst Saxophone Quartet (funded by the American Composers Jerome Composers
Commissioning Program), the Indiana University Wind Ensemble, the Calgary Stampede Band,
and the University of Nevada Las Vegas Wind Orchestra. Other recordings include Eugene
Corporon and the University of North Texas Wind Symphony, Ron Hufstader and the El Paso Wind
Symphony, William Berz and the Rutgers University Wind Ensemble, and Thomas Leslie and the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas Wind Orchestra. Steven has also created a recomposition of the
Iggy Pop and the Stooges song, "Real Cool Time," for the independent Italian record label,
Snowdonia, as well as music for portions of the Virtual Space Tour at space.com.

Steven is a founding member (along with Eric Whitacre, Jonathan Newman, and Jim
Bonney) of the composer-consortium BCM International: four stylistically-diverse composers from
across the country, dedicated to enriching the repertoire with exciting works for mediums often
mired in static formulas. BCM's music has generated a following of champions around the world,
several thousand fans in an active online community, and two recordings: "BCM Saves the World"
(2002, Mark Custom Records) and "BCM Men of Industry" (2004, BCM Records).

Steven studied composition with John Corigliano at The Juilliard School, Cindy McTee at the
University of North Texas, and Francis McBeth at Ouachita University. For more information,
please visit his website at
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