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ABOUT Radiant Joy

Radiant Joy was my first new work for winds after almost three years away, and one that | hope is
equal to its title in character and purity of intent. It came after a difficult period in my personal life, and
thus its character was something of a surprise to me. This work began life as a strict, 12-tone, serialized
creature modeled on Webern - | wanted something sparse and tightly constructed, while still retaining a
vital rhythmic pulse. After several sketches that ended in anger and frustration, | realized | should stop
forcing this music into existence with a prescriptive process, and simply listen inwardly to what | actually
wanted to hear. The result is simultaneously the opposite of what | was originally trying to create, and
also its direct realization - the vital rhythmic pulse is still prominent, but the harmonic materials veered
toward the language of 70s/80s funk/jazz/fusion (at least, that's what I've been told). Regardless, the
piece is intended to evoke simple joy and 'good vibes' (quite literally - the Vibraphone is featured

prominently) for the performers, the audience, and the composer!

World Premiere Oct. 15th, 2006, Indiana University of Pennsylvania Wind Ensemble, Jack Stamp, conductor.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Steven Bryant (b. 1972, Little Rock, Arkansas) is an active composer and conductor. His musical
interests span a variety of styles, and his catalog includes numerous works for wind ensemble,
orchestra, electronic and electro-acoustic creations, music for chamber ensembles, and music for the
Web. He studied composition with John Corigliano at The Juilliard School, Cindy McTee at the
University of North Texas, and Francis McBeth at Ouachita University. More detailed and current

information is available at www.stevenbryant.com.

Please advertise your performance of this and any other of my works on my
website! Visit the “Upcoming Concerts” section of www.stevenbryant.com to
enter your concert information.

Note: If you perform this work, please send a copy of the program
from each performance, with this piece circled, to ASCAP:
ATTN: Performance Credits, ASCAP Concert Division
ASCAP Building, One Lincoln Plaza, New York, NY 10023

Version: 1.2
If errata are found, they will be listed at www.stevenbryant.com
Copyright © Steven Bryant / Gorilla Salad Productions (ASCAP)
Made in U.S.A.  All rights reserved
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